IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants: 



Vitus Maria HUBER, et al. 



Serial No.: 



10/525,852 



Art Unit: 3771 



Filing Date: 



05 October 2005 



Examiner: 

Kristen C. Matter 



Title: 
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Customer No.: 
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Confirmation No. : 9598 



COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Mail Stop Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



With respect to the Notice of Allowance mailed 25 March 2008, Applicants 
note that a copy of the two-page Form PTO-1449 corresponding to the First 
Information Disclosure Statement filed by Applicants on 28 July 2005 has not been 
provided to Applicants with the Examiner's initials next to the references indicating 
the Examiner's consideration of these references. 

The purpose of pointing out this omission is to ensure that all references cited 
by Applicants have been considered by the Examiner and will appear on the face of 
the issued patent. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence (along with any paper referred to as being 
attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 on 



Dear Sir: 




24&_ 




NOS-106 



MR/S 



Serial No. 10/525,852 



A copy of the First Information Disclosure Statement filed 28 July 2005, the 
corresponding Form PTO-1449, and a copy of the corresponding return-receipt 
postcard stamped by the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office as evidence that these 
documents were received, are attached. 

If these Comments are unclear, please contact Applicants' undersigned 
attorney. The undersigned can be reached at (847) 490-1400. 



Pauley Petersen & Erickson 
2800 West Higgins Road 
Suite 365 

Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60169 
(847) 490-1400 
FAX (847) 490-1403 



Respectfully submitted, 
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FIRST INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with Rule 1 .56 and MPEP Section 200 1 .06(a), References AA- 
AB (Sheet 1 of 2) and AL-AN (Sheet 1 of 2) listed on Form PTO-1449, are cited in the 
International Search Report for corresponding International Application 
PCT/EP2003/008204 and are brought to the attention of the Examiner as possibly material 
to examination of the subject patent application. References AL-AN (Sheet 1 of 2) listed on 
Form PTO-1449 are also cited and discussed on Pages 1 and 2 of the International 
Application. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence (along with any paper referred to as being attached or 
enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 on 
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Vcsh 
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The remaining references listed on Form PTO-1449 are also brought to the 
attention of the Examiner as being possibly material to examination of this patent 
application. 



German Patent References 267385, 322651, 316559, and 369381 each 



disclose devices for correcting foot problems. However, none of these references discloses 
an orthopedic splint for the correction of wrongly positioned toes extending along the inner 
side of the foot wherein a flexible splint is formed as a hinged flexible splint and has a pivot 
axis corresponding approximately to a joint axis of the main big toe joint in the direction of 
flexion and extension. 

Form PTO- 1 449 (2 pages) is enclosed with a copy of each and every non-U. S . 
patent reference cited on Form PTO-1449. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Pauley Petersen & Erickson 
2800 West Higgins Road; Suite 365 
Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60195 
TEL (847) 490-1400 
FAX (847) 490-1403 




MelanieL Rauch 
Registration No. 40,924 
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